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   April 25, 2021  

 

Via Email: pvollmann@oaklandca.gov 
 

Peterson Vollmann, Planner IV 

City of Oakland Bureau of Planning 

250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 2214 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 
Dear Mr. Vollmann, 
 

The Northern Ca. District Council of the International 
Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWU), representing 12 local unions 
in northern Ca, continues to be troubled that the draft EIR concerning 
the Oakland A's proposed development at the Port’s Howard Terminal 
marine facility skips over or does not adequately address all the 
maritime issues concerning safety and controlled navigation in the 
turning basin.  

 
  We fail to see adequate language minimizing recreation vessel 
activity opposite the ballpark in the turning basin in the Oakland - 
Alameda estuary navigational channel. Impact from stadium lights 
during vessel operations. Lighting, which is a safety issue, has the 
possibility of impacting the ferry terminal which is located next door to 
the proposed ballpark. Tug boats and their crews, which provide vessel 
assist in the turning basin, will also be affected. 
 
  There are additional maritime concerns not included in the EIR. 
Safety and security zones for cargo and ferry vessels include Marsec 
level 2 and 3 events. Safe maneuvering must include consideration for 
congestion, weather, and fire.   
 

Land based issues are glaring. The Howard Terminal 
Development is much more than a ballpark.  It also includes three 
thousand housing units, two million square feet of retail, office and 
entertainment space, and a 400 room hotel. With the currently 
available two thousand space city parking garage, where are the twenty 
to thirty thousand people that show up for a ball game going to park? 
Will they be parking in the adjacent residential and commercial 
business zones? Has the proper time been given to inform those 
members of the public who will be impacted by this development?  The 
current ballpark site at the coliseum is a better spot for a new ballpark. 

 
Thank you, 

 

 

Melvin Mackay 

NCDC President 
akj/Cwa 39521 
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